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Keep talking, Mr. President

George W. Bush is back in Washington this week after
campaigning for his Social Security privatization plan in
Louisiana, Kentucky, Alabama and Tennessee. His welcome home
gift? A Washington Post-ABC poll showing anew low in public
support for the way in which the president is handling Social
Security.

Only 35 percent of the poll's respondents said they approved of
Bush's work on Socia Security. That's down three points since
January, when the president started his big push, and it's the lowest
level of support the poll has ever measured for Bush on the issue.
What's more, 58 percent of the respondents told pollsters that, the
more they learn about Bush's plan, the more inclined they are to
opposeit.

With Democrats united against him and Republicans crumbling
around him, Bush is beginning to shift gears. He may be on the
road again pitching the Social Security plan later thisweek. But in
the meantime, watch for Bush to be talking about foreign affairs
instead.

The president may be bewildered by the public's resistance to his
Social Security plan; it's certainly not what he sees as he travels
the country promoting privatization. At stop after stop, Bush
shares a stage with pro-privatization panelists and hears the
applause from invitation-only audiences of supporters -- some of
whom are driven to the events and armed with pro-Bush signs by
local volunteers. If planners slip up and let in any dissenting voices
-- the ones who represent about 65 percent of the public,
apparently -- the naysayers are quickly quickly silenced or
escorted away. If privatization supporters want to make more
headway with their plan, perhaps they should take the same
approach with the president.

-- Tim Grieve

[11:19 EST, March 14, 2005]
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returning to
Washington and may
soon face a Senate
confirmation hearing.
We've got a few things
to ask.

Bush, race and Social

Security

The president suggests
that privatization
opponents think a
"certain race" lacks the
capacity to invest.

Rice in 2008: Will she
or won't she?

After equivocating in
the Washington Times,
the secretary of state
tells ABC that she
won't run.

Why MoveOn didn't
move on bankruptcy
Eighteen Democratic
senators backed the
bankruptcy bill in
Thursday's vote. Could
MoveOn.org have
made a difference?

The right to buy life?
In a last-ditch effort to
"save" Terry Schiavo,
a San Diego millionaire
has offered Schiavo's
husband $1 million to
keep her alive.

The money shots
Congress' anti-porn
crusaders take the low
road; a new report
exposes the dirty
funding of the "skin
caucus"

The hybrid-huggers vs.

Big Auto

A growing generation
of eco-conscious
drivers may have to
battle the auto lobby
for the carpool lane.

Judge orders USANext
to stop using photo
Round one in a $25
million lawsuit goes to
the plaintiffs.

Eighteen Democrats
make a choice
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The credit card
companies may thank
the Democrats who
voted for the
bankruptcy bill. What
will voters think?

The middle fights backs
Howard Dean may be
runnning the DNC, but
the Democratic
Leadership Council

isn't going away.

Don't like
Guantanamo? How
about Saudi Arabia?

The Pentagon plans
rendition on a massive
scale.

Your tax dollars at work
It's been more than a
month since news of
Bush's pundit payola
broke. Rep. Waxman
and others update War
Room on their
investigation.

The bankruptcy bill: It
brings people together!
It's a rare moment of
political unity: Nobody
likes the bankruptcy
bill -- except for the
credit card companies
and the politicians who
need their money.

Criticize Fox? Not on
ABC

ABC has mysteriously
"scrubbed" an
upcoming episode of
"Boston Legal" of all
pejorative references
to Fox News and
O'Reilly.

Abuse in the House,
but does anyone care?
House Democrats have
issued a massive
report on Republican
abuses. You probably
haven't heard of it.

Is the noose tightening

on Tom Delay?

As new ethics
problems arise in
Washington, a criminal
case in Texas gets a
little hotter.
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Building a bigger tent
The Republicans hatch
a plan for reaching out
to African-American
voters.

CBS producer sues
over Rathergate
response

With Rather gone, the
lawsuits begin.

Lucy Ramirez, where

are you?

On the night of Dan
Rather’s retirement as
the CBS news anchor,
that question carries
particular resonance.

» From the wires

Kurds, Shiites push
ahead on Irag gov't

White House defends
video news releases

Baseball chief to testify
about steroids

Courthouse suspect's
rape case a mistrial

Dolly the Sheep's
creator gets award

Kosovo's former PM
pleads not guilty

House panel questions
Iraq forces estimate

Accuser: Jackson 'did
nothing to me'

GOP Senator would
block Medicaid cuts

Pentagon auditors eye
Halliburton charges

Post office reopens
after anthrax attacks

Judge finds California's
marriage law
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unconstitutional

Pentagon checked for
chemical agents

Former NAACP leader
to run for Senate

Group warns of
shrinking glaciers'

effect

Major League Baseball
hands over documents

Rice introduces Hughes
as new diplomat

Thousands march
against Syria in Beirut

Japan town will pay
women who have third
kid

Mario Vazquez drops
out of "American Idol"

"Robots" rules the box
office with $36.5 million

82 cobras stolen from
Red Cross facility

Dems cry foul over
Schwarzenegger videos

Daschle joins law firm
as policy adviser

Texas toddler shot by
4-year-old brother

China testing AIDS
vaccine on humans

Russian Communists
turn to text messaging

Disney president Iger
promoted to CEO

Tide of child obesity
rising in rural U.S.
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Syria pulls out a third
of its troops

Pope John Paul Il
returns to the Vatican

Author chosen to write
"Peter Pan" sequel

Group: Afghan prison
abuse began in 2002

Two U.S. contractors
killed in Iraq

Israel to dismantle 24
settlement outposts

"Sideways" director,
actress wife split

Prince William takes
tumble at polo match

Hundreds re-enact
Selma civil rights march

Somali clan offers to
withdraw fighters

Man Kills 7, self at
Wisconsin church
service

Police capture Atlanta
slaying suspect

Surgeon who tried to
save JFK dies at 75

Iran vows to continue
nuclear program

Prosecutors seek
Jackson financial
records

Three Iraqgi policemen
shot to death

Vets gather to mark
Iwo Jima anniversary

Pope might leave
hospital next week
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U.N: Assad committed
to Syrian pullout

U.S. customs agent
found dead in Atlanta

Judge says Leno can
joke about Jackson

Chavez: Iran has
'right’ to nuke program
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